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REPLY 

To: Examiner of the Patent Office 

1 . Identification of the International Application: PCT/JP2004/0 17851 

2. Applicant 

Name: NAGO YA OILCHEMIC AL CO., LTD. 

Address: 2 1 3-5, Honowari, Minamishibata-cho, Tokai-shi, 

Aichi 476-0001 JAPAN 
Country of nationality: JAPAN 
Country of residence: JAPAN 

3. Agent 

Name: USAMI Tadao Registered seal 

Address: No. 102, 32 Tsukimigaoka, Yatomi-cho, 

Mizuho-ku, Nagoya-shi, Aichi 467-0035 JAPAN 

4. Date of Notification: 15. 3. 2005 

5. Content of Reply: 

Claims are amended as follows. 

Claim 1 (amended) An elastic nonwoven fabric made of a nonwoven fabric manufactured 
by the spunbonding method, wherein a lot of holes are formed in said nonwoven 
fabric by the needle punching method, and synthetic resin is impregnated into 
said nonwoven fabric. 

Claim 2 (deleted) 

Claim 3 (amended) An elastic nonwoven fabric in accordance with Claim 1, wherein said 
synthetic resin is a thermoplastic resin. 
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Claim 4(amended) An interior material consisting of said elastic nonwoven fabric in 
accordance with claim 1 or 3, as a surface layer material, and a base material to 
whose surface said elastic nonwoven fabric is attached as a surface layer, then 
being molded into a prescribed shape. 

The reference cited in document 1 (JP4-222265 A) discloses a nonwoven fabric made by 
the spunbonding method and having a lot of holes. Nevertheless, said holes are formed by 
projections heated at a temperature higher than the melting point of said nonwoven fabric, 
not by needle punching. Further, no synthetic resin is impregnated into said nonwoven 
fabric. 

The reference cited in document 2 (JP1 1-335955 A) discloses a nonwoven fabric in which 
fibrillated fibers are bonded by a synthetic resin binder, but does not disclose the forming 
of a lot of holes by needle punching. 

The reference cited in document 3 (JP9-25469 A) discloses the use of a phenol group 
resin as a binder of fibers, but does not disclose that said fibers are spunbonded and have 
a lot of needle punched holes. 

In the present invention, to improve the elasticity of said nonwoven fabric, a lot of holes 
are formed in said nonwoven fabric by needle punching, and further the rigidity of said 
nonwoven fabric is improved by impregnating synthetic resin into said nonwoven fabric, 
said effect of the present invention being unexpected from the disclosures of Literatures 1 
to 3. Accordingly, the present invention has novelty and an inventive step. 
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